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‘I've seen bears, hikers, swarms of butterflies.

Courtesy photo by Seth Couiter
A Kranich 111, a 1952 vintage glider, comes in to land. There are fewer than 30 of these left in the world, and this is the only one in the United States. Mohawk
Soaring Club presuient Seth Coulter bought the glider in Germany with another Soaring Club member, Peter McLean.

Soaring season starts

By Chris Carlson
Berkshire Eagle Staff

Most people have flown in an air-
plane, but have you flown like an
eagle?

The Mohawk Soaring Club wants to
give you that chance. Using gliders —
vehicles similar to an airplane but
without the engine — pilots use rising
columns of hot air that are warmed by
the sun, and wind that changes direc-

tion as it crosses the tops of mountains,
to soar through the air after they are
towed aloft by a motorized plane.

The use of those natural elements is
what allows birds like eagles and hawks
to fly for so long with so little effort.
The silence of a non-motorized vehicle
allows pilots the peace of mind that
humans often associate with birds.

“Being like a bird is a dream for so
many people,” said Dave Charboneau,

a 52-year-old club member from Peru.
“It’s just like being a bird. You're free,
it’s quiet, you're relying on nature. It's
quite an amazing sensation, quite an
experience.”

Founded by a group of General
Electric engineers from Schenectady
in 1952, the Mohawk Soaring Club, a
nonprofit organization that includes
approximately 40 members, flies out of
Harriman and West Airport in North

Adams on most Saturdays and Sunday
from the first week of April to the end
of November. The club owns four glid-
ers and a tow plane.

“You'd be surprised by all the things
you'll see,” said Mark Guay, a club
member of 25 years. “You'll be in the
same thermal as a hawk or a bald
eagle. I've seen bears, hikers, swarms
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